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Fish: Some species of fish, such as stonefish,
stingray, catfish and lionfish, are venomousy
They have venomous spines that can deliver a R[S
painful and sometimes lethal sting. ) N

Jellyfish: Many species of jellyfish are equipped

with nematocysts, specialized stinging cells “5~...
that inject venom into their prey or potential ///‘
threats. |

Cone Snails: These marine snails are known for
their highly toxic harpoon-like radular teeth.
Their venom can be extremely potent and is

used for hunting. %

Sea Anemones: These sedentary marine
creatures possess nematocysts that they use to
capture and immobilize prey. Some species are
known to deliver painful stings to humans.
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Hydroids: These small, colonial animals found
in marine environments possess stinging cells
for capturing prey and defense.

Sea snakes: venom is highly potent and
primarily neurotoxic, targeting the nervous
system of their prey. These snakes have
adapted to deliver venom through fangs
located at the back of their mouths, making it
challenging for them to bite humans. Despite
their venomous nature, sea snakes are
generally not aggressive toward humans and
only bite when threatened.

e Venomous organisms are living

organisms that possess venom, a
specialized secretion produced by certain
animals, usually for defensive or
predatory purposes. Venom is a toxic
substance that is injected or delivered
into another organism through
mechanisms such as bites, stings, spines,
or harpoons. It is different from poison,
which is typically ingested or touched.
Venomous organisms are a natural part of
marine ecosystems, including beaches
and coastal areas. While most encounters
with these creatures are rare, it's crucial
to have awareness about them to ensure
personal safety.
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Venom Composition: Ver rom aquatic organisms can
vary widely in composi

proteins, peptides, a

Human Interactions: Venomous aquatic organisms can
pose a risk to humans. Swimmers, divers, and
fishermen may encounter these creatures and may be
stung or injured by their venomous appendages. It's

essential to be cautious when in aquatic environments

and to be aware of the potential dangers.

Antivenom and Treatment: In the event of a venomous
aquatic organism sting, prompt medical attention is
crucial. Antivenom may be available for certain species,
and treatment options depend on the specific venom

and the severity of the injury.

Be Informed: Learn about the venomous aquatic

. . By understanding the potential risks associated
organisms present in your local beach area. Talk to Y & P

) .. with venomous aquatic organisms and adoptin

lifeguards, consult local authorities, or check 9 5 . p 5
) ) ) ] necessary safety measures, you can enjoy the beach
informational signs at the beach to stay informed about

@

Observe from a Distance: When you encounter any

while minimizing the chance of encountering any
potential risks. .
unpleasant surprises. Remember, knowledge and
vigilance are the keys to a safe and memorable
beach experience. Embrace the beauty of the ocean
marine life, appreciate their beauty but maintain a safe while keeping yourself and others safe from harm!

distance. Avoid touching or provoking animals, as it

increases the likelihood of an unpleasant encounter.

Protective Measures: Consider wearing protective

clothing like rash guards or wetsuits to minimize direct

contact with venomous organisms. This provides an )
additional layer of protection against stings and bites. @

First Aid Preparedness: Familiarize yourself with basic

first aid techniques for treating marine animal stings or
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bites. Carry a first aid kit containing vinegar, clean

bandages, antihistamines, and pain relievers to alleviate
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discomfort until professional medical help arrives. ﬁ
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Report Sightings: If you spot any venomous aquatic FRHPHM Division. ICAR-CIFE Mumbai

organisms or witness someone getting stung or bitten,

inform the nearest lifeguard or beach authorities For further information please contact

The Director
Central Institute of Fisheries Education,

Mumbai -400061, Maharashtra .

immediately. Reporting such incidents helps ensure the

safety of others.
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